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Letter from CEO
Dear New York Edge Community,
On behalf of the entire New York Edge Community - students, staff, parents, and principals - thank
you! In the wake of COVID-19, New York City students have needed unprecedented levels of support
and enrichment. With the backing of our committed friends, partners in government, and
supporters, we have met this moment, offering our core programming remotely while pioneering
new programs like TeachRock that keep students engaged and thriving no matter what the world
throws at them.
So many young people have struggled with isolation and irregular social dynamics throughout the
quarantine and virtual school; New York Edge’s focus on social emotional learning even before the
pandemic hit positioned us to help students adapt and persevere.
Parents have been desperate to keep their children learning and growing during a chaotic time.
Before the pandemic, parents Keith Logan and Marisa Beharry had already joined our Board of
Directors and we had identified a parent advocate at every single school, enabling us to work handin-glove with them and make sure that their needs for their kids are met through our work.
Education and youth services providers all over the globe are responding to this moment
innovatively. Because we had already built partnerships in the UK, the Netherlands, France, Spain,
Morocco, Madagascar, Brazil, Argentina, and Chile, we have been able to learn from others and share
what is working for New York City students.
As you’ll see throughout this annual report, we have played a vital role, helping students, families,
and schools stay resilient as the obstacles to their success mount. None of us know when life will feel
normal again, but we will carry on until, and long after, it does.
Because of you, nothing will stand in the way of New York Edge helping tens of thousands of
students all across the City reach their full potential!
Yours in partnership,

Rachael Gazdick
Chief Executive Officer
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Annual Highlights
Though students and communities
faced unprecedented challenges,
2019-2020 was another banner year
for New York Edge!

Adapting to COVID-19
As schools shifted to remote learning in
March, families and schools needed
support to help students process what
they were experiencing and to keep
students learning. New York Edge
stepped up.
We quickly moved our afterschool programs online, enabling students to participate remotely in
academics, arts, sports, and college access activities, and ramping up our focus on social emotional
learning. NYE worked closely with school administrators to ensure that students had the needed
technology to participate, and coordinated with families facing the greatest need to ensure that they
had access to healthy food. We also launched new opportunities like TeachRock, an online
curriculum founded by legendary guitarist and member of the E Street Band Steven Van Zandt, that
connects music and arts to social studies, language arts, geography, science, STEAM, and other core
academic topics.

Saving Summer
As summer approached, the City
cut spending on summer youth
programs. Recognizing how
important these programs would
be, NYE, working alongside other
providers, as well as parents,
students, and staff, successfully
pushed to restore enough funding
to allow us to offer 3,000 campers a
mix of virtual and in-person
activities. We are so grateful to the
City Council and the Mayor for their
leadership to protect these
programs.
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From virtual concerts and career carnivals, to Knicks and Rangers-themed art classes with
Knicks legend John Starks and Rangers legend Adam Graves, to financial literacy classes, the
summer experiences were a little different than a normal year, but just as fun and enriching.
As schools reopened in the fall, New York Edge returned in-person at more than 100 schools
and opened 6 Learning Labs citywide, where students can participate in remote learning with
supportive staff and working parents can access safe, reliable childcare.
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Focusing students on college and careers

To get students thinking about what comes after high school, and to prepare them to thrive in
college and beyond, New York Edge offers intensive college access programs, as well as a range of
opportunities to learn about potential career paths and develop professional role models.
Through activities like a career-oriented speed mentoring event hosted with Bank of America, Braze,
IBM, M&T Bank, Microsoft, Slalom, and other corporate partners, we open students’ eyes to the many
possibilities available to them if they study hard and stay focused, and give them access to relatable
professional role models.
At the M&T event hosted in February, CEO Rachael Gazdick said, “This is a unique mentoring
initiative that provides our students with invaluable opportunities to learn from successful
individuals, gain new perspectives and become inspired to achieve their goals. We are grateful to
each company for volunteering to mentor students and instilling in them the confidence and skills
needed to succeed in the workforce and in life. We encourage all businesses across New York to
follow suit to help build our city’s next generation of leaders.”
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Students see themselves in their stories
Social emotional learning (SEL) is an important feature throughout our programs. SEL is a way
of teaching that helps children understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive
goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and
make responsible decisions. New York Edge supports the success of students by grounding its
work in SEL directly and through strategic partnerships with leading organizations. For
example, this year we partnered with Herstory Writers to provide personal narrative workshops
to middle school students from Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens. Herstory used the power of
storytelling to help students understand and embrace their own identities.

Developing students’ pride in their culture and their art

The arts help students unlock their creativity and find their voices, and for many students they
can also lead to a personally fulfilling career path. New York Edge gives students opportunities
to flex their creative muscles in new ways.
Throughout February 2020, NYE honored Black History Month by presenting student artwork
and performances inspired by African American culture. Students' work was posted in public
spaces throughout the city, including LaGuardia Airport. The project was a great source of
pride for students and served as a capstone to the art classes we offer.
“We are proud to honor the individuals and the organizations who continue to celebrate and
keep African American history alive in our community,” said Tony Vero, Interim General
Manager of LaGuardia Airport.
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Bringing a new sport to New York Edge students
through a partnership with USA Team Handball

Sports are a powerful draw for students, and
help them understand the connections between
a healthy body and a healthy mind. They teach
students goal-setting, resilience, cooperation,
self-confidence and other positive attributes.
New York Edge offers more than 30 different
sports across its sites, so that students can find a
new passion or practice their favorites in a safe,
supportive environment.
New York Edge leverages powerful partnerships
to ensure that students have access to highquality equipment and training in their sport of
choice. This year, we established a new
partnership with USA Team Handball, allowing
us to add handball to afterschool and summer
programs.
“We couldn’t be more excited to work with New
York Edge to bring our sport to thousands of
children and students in the city of New York,”
said USA Team Handball CEO Barry Siff. “I am
looking forward to seeing more children playing
handball and enjoying the friendships,
experiences and memories gained as a result.”

7

Securing critical funding
In a year where students needed us more than ever, New York Edge forged new funding
partnerships with private foundations and received critical City funding for its summer
programs.
Among the private donors who generously supported our work during 2019-2020 are The
Charles Hayden Foundation, Meringoff Family Foundation, Brooklyn Community Foundation,
John A. Reisenbach Foundation, the Hip Hop H.E.A.L.S. Program at Columbia University, United
Way of NYC, and Garden of Dreams. We are deeply grateful for their partnership.
Additionally, with COVID-19 putting pressure on government budgets at all levels, Mayor
DeBlasio and the New York City Council courageously fought to restore funding for summer
programming run by New York Edge and our peers after it was initially cut. Between the
restored funding and the Council's continued funding of New York Edge under its After-School
Enrichment Initiative, New York Edge was able to deliver enriching summer programs to tens
of thousands of young people during one of the most difficult summers of their lives.

Need an image or a chart
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Year in Photos

BUTTERFLY EFFECT
September 2019 - March 2020
Students at six New York Edge schools created
butterflies as a part of The Butterfly Effect, a West
Coast-based campaign started by 11-year-old Kaia
Marbin and 10-year-old Lily Ellis. The project invited
youth to join in creating 15,000 handmade butterflies
to raise awareness of the 15,000+ children separated
from their parents and held in U.S. Detention Centers.
Marbin and Ellis chose butterflies because they
“symbolize migration and each is different and
beautiful in its own way, just like people.”

3x3
February 2020
Students ages 9-18 competed in our annual Basketball
Tournament at Aviator Sports & Events Center in
Brooklyn. Nearly 900 students, family members, and
fans turned out to participate and to cheer on the
young people as they brought their A game.
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CHESS
February 2020
Chess is one of the most popular
activities at New York Edge.
Tournaments give students the
chance to go head-to-head with
peers from across the City,
showing off the strategies they’ve
learned while making new friends.
SPRING ARTS SHOWCASE
June 2019
At the Spring Art Showcase,
hosted by Fox5 News Anchor Tina
Cervasio, hundreds of students
showed off the creative talents
they’ve been developing through
New York Edge, including dancing,
singing, painting, and drawing.
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Our Vibrant Community:

Marisa Beharry-Vanzie
Parent Representative
New York Edge Board of Directors

With three of her four children in our afterschool program at Medgar Evers Prep in Brooklyn,
Marisa Beharry-Vanzie knows as well as anyone the impact that NYE has on young minds.
Three years ago, her eldest daughter became the first of the Beharry-Vanzie kids to start in NYE
afterschool, but she wouldn’t be the last. Marisa’s three daughters, in 9th grade, 8th grade, and
6th grade have all grown tremendously in the program. As Marisa shares, “As a working parent
juggling four kids, it gives me great peace of mind knowing my kids are being taken care of at
NYE and that they’re getting opportunities to develop socially, emotionally, and academically.”
The diversity of offerings, including academics, recreation, and physical activity, has helped all
three of her daughters become more well-rounded. Through NYE, her daughters have explored
cooking, track, and even cosmetology classes. “It can’t all be academics—keeping kids interested
and exploring helps them succeed.”
Like any mother, Marisa knows that her children are unique and they each need different things.
Her 8th grader is more of an introvert, and Marisa credits NYE’s staff with providing a “nurturing,
loving environment” that has helped her daughter come out of her shell. “The NYE staff is
awesome. Our site director, Ms. Lisa, approaches the kids with such love and gives them
individual attention. As a result, kids feel important and valued. For working parents who can feel
like we’re running on a hamster wheel, knowing someone like Ms. Lisa is there for your kids
means a lot.”
Marisa recalls coming to school early for a meeting one day and finding Ms. Lisa setting up
breakfast for kids coming who were taking a State test. “Ms. Lisa was making sure the kids were
fed and cheered them on as they came in. She was filling their cup with encouragement as they
went into the test, and I was so moved.”

11

Marisa is an educator who works in one of our city’s Regional Enrichment Centers, where the
children of frontline workers are safely cared for during the pandemic. She brings this
experience, as well as the positive changes she has seen among her daughters, to her newest
role as a member of the NYE Board of Directors. “As a Board Member, I am looking forward to
spreading the word about the amazing impact NYE can have on kids.”
We welcome Marisa to the Board and heartily thank her for her incredible service to our city’s
kids during this challenging time.

"

For the first month of my senior year, I was beyond
hesitant to step into the college office. Little did I
know that it would become my second home. My
New York Edge College Advisor guided me through
every step of the college process, from the dreaded
FAFSA application to the college essay. He planned
endless college trips and scholarship workshops to
fully prepare us to conquer life after high school.
Beyond academics, the office became my safe haven.
I knew I could feel safe in that room when the weight
on my shoulders became too much, and I was
reminded that I didn’t have to carry the weight alone.
- Diellza, 2020 Alumna of Astor Collegiate
High School, Hunter College Class of 2024

"
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Our Vibrant Community:

Jahlil and Jihad Magee
Afterschool Students

When Yaa Magee realized that COVID-19 was going to turn life on its head, she worried about
plenty of things. One thing she didn’t worry about, though, was whether her sons Jahlil and
Jihad would have the support they needed to adapt and stay engaged in their academics and
passions. She knew she could count on NYE to help them keep up healthy routines and habits.
Jahlil and Jihad, in 6th and 7th grade respectively, have always been high achievers. Yaa keeps a
whole wall of their home covered with certificates from the boys’ academic, sports and other
achievements, to remind them of everything they’ve accomplished and keep them motivated to
keep striving for their dreams. Both before and after the pandemic, NYE has been a perfect
match for their ambitions.
Jahlil loves technology, Jihad is serious about basketball, and both are grateful that their NYE
groups give them a competitive outlet. As Jahlil said, “we created our own version of the game
Jeopardy where the questions were technology themed.” Jihad appreciates that, in his group,
“It’s not just drills and practice, we also have championships that we work toward.” Yaa, of
course, makes time for the NYE awards ceremony to see their accomplishments honored.
Jahlil and Jihad have found the transition to online afterschool surprisingly seamless. As both
brothers noted, just like in-person, at online NYE, “It’s always homework first, then the activities.”
Jihad wasn’t quite sure how his instructors would handle basketball through a screen, but they
gave him workouts and nutrition guidance to keep his body and mind healthy and to ensure
he’s still having fun. Jahlil has found the NYE routine comforting. “Things haven't changed that
much. I go to my desk and log on, see my classmates for school. Go to afterschool. I get the
same feeling as being in school.” When summer came around, they were excited for the online
summer camp too.
Whenever life gets back to school, Jahlil and Jihad will be ready. As Jihad said, “with afterschool
online and then summer camp, it keeps school on my mind all the time.”
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Our Vibrant Community:

Sheldon Minnus
Program Director for Flushing High School

Through a partnership with the Meringoff Family Foundation, Sheldon provides an extra boost to
students who need it. “The Foundation’s support allows us to identify students who come from
disadvantaged situations who have displayed the ability to succeed in top tier schools. We get
them into a rigorous college advisement program with extra college tours and weekly one-on-one
sessions with the counselor. Growing up as a young man in New York City, there were a lot of
things I had to learn for myself or from my mentor and I make sure these students get the same
support.”
In his 13 years with New York Edge, Sheldon Minnus has worked on many of the organization’s
programs. From supporting students from 9th grade through graduation, to managing the City
Council-funded summer camp program, to launching an exciting and intensive new college
readiness program, Sheldon has supported thousands of students on their social and educational
journeys. But college readiness is the element that he’s most passionate about.
“We provide students with all the support and tools necessary to meet their deadlines and their
high school graduation requirements, and we help them and their families explore their options
and get into a best-fit school.” Minnus emphasizes that it’s not just the applications and paperwork,
but also encouragement and motivation. “It’s a long, tough process, and we cheer them on along
the way!”
As hard as this work can be, it became that much harder when COVID-19 hit. “It disrupted
everything, emotionally, psychologically, and physically, and created all this new pressure. Students
couldn’t just stop by the office when they had a problem.” Still, Sheldon has been grateful to New
York Edge for giving him the tools to continue the work even during this difficult time.
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No matter how tough it is, the sense of pride Sheldon feels when students succeed makes this work
worthwhile. This year, Flushing High School’s salutatorian, who participated in New York Edge for
three years, is heading to Harvard on a full scholarship. “It’s his accomplishment, but it feels like an
accomplishment for all of us. We create an environment that feels like a community and a family,
and then the students rise to the occasion.
”That feeling of community endures well beyond high school. “At one point, 35% of our staff were
former student participants, and of course they were great role models for the current students. It’s
such a powerful symbol of how this program changes people’s lives forever.”

MERINGOFF VICTORY PRIZE
May 2019

Congratulations to New York Edge students Samantha Nowrang, and Roxanne Rosario of Flushing
High School for becoming this year’s Meringoff Victory Prize Scholars! Samantha is attending
Syracuse University while Roxanne is staying in the city for her higher education goals. Stuart Post of
the Meringoff Foundation generously came to present the prizes personally.
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Our Vibrant Community:

Allison Jeffrey
STEM Educator
New York Edge Excellence Project

Since she was a high school student herself, Allison Jeffrey has been helping young people crack the
code of STEM. The secrets, according to Jeffrey, are differentiated instruction and recognizing the
social emotional element of learning. Today, as a STEM Educator for the New York Edge Excellence
Project, she’s very careful about how she structures the work. “We teach kids how their brains learn
and empower them to find a learning style that will work for them, and we help them overcome their
mental and emotional roadblocks around STEM. Every student can do well in STEM, if we give them
the right structure.” It’s an approach she has honed tutoring her peers in high school and college, in
her work through NYE, and with her own son as well.
People are surprised sometimes when Allison talks about the social emotional component of STEM
learning, but to her it makes perfect sense. “When students say to themselves, ‘I am a good human
being, I am worthy of love, I can accomplish anything,’ then that thinking filters through to
everything in their lives, especially their learning.” To promote positive thinking and resilience, Jeffrey
posts quotes that affirm students’ potential around the classroom, and the program includes yoga
and meditation as well.
Allison finds that, when social emotional education is combined with thoughtful instruction tailored
to students’ diverse learning styles, the possibilities are limitless. “We use Lego robotics, we have
students working problems out together on large sheets, we have students practice teaching lessons
to each other, we blend technology with traditional learning. Whatever it takes to reach kids.”
With COVID-19 necessitating the shift to at-home learning, Jeffrey has adapted her approach, but
kept the same principles of differentiated instruction intact. “The students are using Khan Academy,
they’ve been having online chess tournaments, they’ve been doing so many different things. I’m
really proud that we’re showing them that, just because they’re at home, doesn’t mean the learning
stops or that video games are the only way to have fun.”
While New York Edge students and staff have long known about Allison’s innovative approach to
teaching, the larger field is increasingly appreciating her contributions as well. This past November,
her innovation was honored when she presented at the 67th annual National Association for Gifted
Children Conference, discussing the need to create access to gifted programs for historically underserved and under-represented students. We’re thrilled to see Allison recognized for all her hard work!
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Our Vibrant Community:

Peter Lieb
Member of the New York Edge Board

For New York Edge Board Member Peter Lieb, serving the community has always been a given.
“My father made clear to my sisters and me when we were young that we would be lawyers, and
specifically that we would serve the public interest.” Thankfully, it was a good fit, he jokes,
“Otherwise I probably wouldn’t have a very good relationship with him today.”
Lieb is passionate about creating full and equal opportunity for all people. After a long and
successful career as the General Counsel of Aon, where he revitalized the law department’s pro
bono program, he recently retired. But he’s certainly not sitting still. Whether diving into a
political campaign, working with the ACLU in South Carolina to protect voting rights, or helping
New York Edge manage legal risk so that the organization can stay focused on the students, he
takes pride in leveraging his expertise where it can do the most good.
The best part of being a member of the New York Edge board, Peter says, is the organization’s
scale, and the knowledge that the experience can be transformational for participants. “It’s a
great feeling to work with New York Edge and know that I’m helping 40,000 kids flourish and
fulfill their potential.”
Just as New York Edge gives students the skills and experiences to help them make their parents
proud, surely Lieb’s father is proud of his service on the organization’s Board. NYE students are
lucky to have his dedication and keen legal mind on their side.
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Our Vibrant Community:

Magdalen Neyra
Principal at PS 287X

When Principal Neyra started at PS 287X, she took comfort in knowing that she would have NYE
as an ally. Her predecessor had established the partnership the year prior, and she quickly
understood the value of the program.
“New York Edge is so in tune with the school. There are so many great choices for students, and
there is connection and communication with teachers and administrators as well.”
Neyra sees NYE as fully aligned to what’s happening during students’ school days. To cite just one
example, “NYE gives us a great tool in terms of accountability with kids. For example, if they're on
the flag football team, you can tell them, ‘You can’t show up at the end of the day and play. You
have to come to school to be able to participate.’” She sees NYE as so vital to her school’s success
that she’s added a daytime programmer who supports coordination with New York Edge during
the school day.
As important as the NYE partnership was when she started, it’s been that much more essential
since remote learning began. “We’ve needed all the help we can get during this time. The
students are navigating new platforms like Google Meet and Zoom, even simple stuff like getting
cameras working. We need to be coordinated with teachers, parents, everybody, on every single
thing. New York Edge instructors are great partners on all of it.”
The social emotional learning provided by New York Edge is critical, according to Neyra, because
of just how many barriers the students at her school face. “Our kids face so much inequity. Some
of their families are working class, some are low-income, some have substance abuse in their
families, some struggle with access to healthcare. Obviously, every parent cares deeply for their
children, but they’re stretched so thin. New York Edge is such a blessing for families.”
In the years to come, as our communities recover from COVID-19, students will need plenty of
support to address the trauma they’ve experienced. Principal Neyra is grateful to know that she
has a strong partner in facing the challenges ahead.
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Our Vibrant Community:

Stuart Post, Executive Director
Meringoff Family Foundation

To Stuart Post, Executive Director of the Meringoff Family Foundation, one of the most
important things you can do for young people is help them find their passions. “Sometimes the
passion isn't in the classroom, and it's something that they are seeking out after school, or on
weekends, or even in places that are not necessarily in the school building. New York Edge is
separate from the school day, but also very much enmeshed in the school experience. It really
seems to work.”
Stuart has seen firsthand how NYE can light a spark for students, which is why the Foundation
has been a consistent supporter. He reflects on visiting the program in action at Flushing High
School, “The students were taking part in a friendly competition, a game show for questions
about the college admissions process. They were just so supportive of each other. Yes, it was a
competition, but everybody was rooting for each other and joking with each other and it just felt
like such a warm embracing community.”
For someone who sees philanthropy as the process of connecting with and building a
community, New York Edge is a perfect investment. “Our approach is, ‘let's listen to community,
let's work with community, let's not make this hard.’ So to know there’s this mutually supportive
community within the larger structure, it's wonderful to see and it gives us great confidence.”
The Foundation’s focus on college access and success comes, in part, from Post’s own
experiences. “I’m a first generation college goer myself. Even though I had many advantages, I
had to figure things out for myself. The stories of students’ journeys, they really resonate with
me. I was lucky to have adult and peer role models who helped me along the way, even though
my parents didn’t have that direct experience. But not every young person is so lucky.” Ensuring
that students all across the City have the same caliber of guidance and opportunities that he did
is a major part of Post’s role, and one that he relishes.
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Our Vibrant Community:

Diana Arias
Alumna and Young Professionals Council Member

Diana Arias, an alumna of NYE’s middle school program and now a member of the
organization’s Young Professionals Council, is grateful to NYE for helping her see all that the
world has to offer her. She takes joy in the opportunities NYE affords her to work with
marginalized young people and help them develop their own sense of possibility and potential.
Now a member of the corporate social responsibility team at JetBlue, she thinks back fondly on
her experiences as a 6th and 7th grader. While she preferred the creative and fun offerings like
photography, fashion design, ceramics, ping pong, and tumbling, her parents appreciated the
homework time and knowing that her work would be complete before they picked her up. “It
was like being in school, but not being in school because you are transported to somewhere
more fun and exciting. It really contributed to my creativity—and today I use that creativity at
work and in my personal life.”
A history buff even as a youngster, Diana once asked to recreate a medieval castle for an art
project. “When I told the instructor, her immediate response was: That’s such a cool idea, let’s
do it!” Diana also took part in NYE’s fashion program, Girl Redesigned and designed and made
a dress. “The same staff member who built the castle with me created roses out of ribbons for
my dress. I was so touched that she went above and beyond like that.”
The impact of New York Edge on Diana’s life lasted into college and beyond. Because NYE had
given her the confidence to explore her interests, she joined clubs, held roles in student
government, participated in STEM programs, and took on internships while studying at Baruch
College. “It helped me see that I wanted to work in business, and in the corporate social
responsibility field, where I can work closely with nonprofit organizations. I came out of college
with so much experience from my internship and volunteering.”
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That same spirit of exploration drives Diana to this day. At JetBlue, she hosts week-long
aviation academies, which expose kids from marginalized backgrounds to what life as a pilot is
like. “Connecting kids with pilots who are women and people of color, and helping them see
that this is a career path for them, is a real highlight of my work.” She hasn’t let the challenges
of the pandemic stop her from providing this exciting opportunity, working with JetBlue to
move the experience online and recruit pilots from across the country to participate.
When Diana realized that she could get back involved in the New York Edge family as an adult,
she jumped at the opportunity, volunteering on the Young Professionals Council, which
focuses on volunteerism, advocacy, and fundraising. “New York Edge is an amazing program
that gives low-income kids the opportunity to work on their academics, and to explore and
experience so many fun and interesting things and find their special talents. I think every New
Yorker should know about us and support our work.”

"

When I first applied to New York Edge, I didn’t know that it is
more than an afterschool program; it is a family. Every single
member of NYE has tried to help me in whatever way they
could to make my high school experience more enjoyable.
The staff not only supported me academically, they had a
tremendous impact on making me the person that I am
today. They helped me at every stage of the college process
from selecting schools to apply for, working on essays,
applying for financial aid, and making sure I was on track.
Without NYE, I wouldn't have even thought of applying to
Harvard. NYE provided me with the emotional support and
encouragement to apply to Harvard and get accepted.
- Kingshuk Kundu, Alumnus of Flushing High School
Harvard Class of 2024

"
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Our Vibrant Community:

Hip Hop H.E.A.L.S. (HHH)
When it comes to reaching young people, it’s
all about speaking their language. And that’s
what HHH does, using hip hop to teach
health literacy to children and their families.
HHH was co-founded by Hip Hop Legend
Doug E. Fresh and Dr. Olajide Williams,
Professor and Chief of Staff of the
Department of Neurology at Columbia
University. Through this interactive
educational program, students participate in
fun, upbeat activities that teach them about
making healthy choices for their bodies.
Using an innovative array of culturally-tailored media tools, HHH focuses on schools in
communities with a disproportionate burden of obesity and its related illnesses.
Initially, New York Edge’s partnership with HHH included four elementary school sites in the
Bronx, one in Brooklyn, and one in Manhattan, with 120 fifth grade students participating.
When the pandemic hit, New York Edge and HHH stepped up their partnership, reaching out
to families to understand how food insecurity was affecting them during the pandemic and
to find ways to help. Since late spring, families have returned 217 surveys, sharing that they
are struggling to pay for food, to find locations for food assistance and dispersal, to secure
child care, and to cope with the exhaustion and stress of long hours.
Based on the program’s early success, the positive response from students and families, and
the survey results, HHH and New York Edge are scaling up their partnership. With support
from the Robin Hood Foundation, we are now partnering to distribute food directly to
families, and developing a new social-emotional learning pilot called “Be My Friend” that will
include virtual mindfulness techniques for students.
Together, HHH and New York Edge are helping young people see that there’s nothing fresher
than having a healthy mind and body.
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New York Edge at A Glance

About Us
At New York Edge, we believe that every student, regardless of their race, ethnicity, or
socioeconomic background, deserves the opportunity to access their full potential and find their
passions. Annually, we provide afterschool programs to as many as 40,000 students in over 100
schools across all five boroughs, helping them succeed in school and life and developing their
leadership skills.
A Whole Student Approach
Students need healthy minds, bodies, and relationships, as well as creative outlets, to thrive, and
New York Edge programs help them develop all four. From homework support and engaging
academic activities, to sports and movement, to social-emotional learning and creative activities,
our programs offer opportunities to develop in every aspect of their lives. New York Edge gives
parents peace of mind that their children are safe, fully engaged, and making progress towards
their goals.

Our programs make a world of difference in the lives of the
students we serve and their families.
86% of students in our summer program advance to
the next grade.
Students in our High School Today, College Tomorrow (HSTCT) program
have a four-year high school completion rate
more than 1.5 times higher than the citywide
rate (98% for New York Edge participants
compared to 61% citywide).
80% of principals attest to the power
of our programs in supporting academic improvement
in their schools.
86% of parents believe that their kids are learning things in
New York Edge that help them succeed at school.
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A Widereaching Community of Support
Through our Mets on the Move partnership, more than 900 New York Edge students participated in
fun interactive workouts with New York Mets staff and trainers, including Mr. Met himself.
New York Edge weaves a powerful network to support students’ development. From building
partnerships with high-profile organizations like the Mets, Knicks, and Columbia University Medical
School, to creating volunteer opportunities for professionals to meet and develop relationships with
students, to training our staff to be empathetic and involved, New York Edge ensures that students
have plenty of role models and supportive adults in their lives.

Creating a College-Going Culture

Through our College Awareness and Access
Program, we guide 12,000 middle and high schoolers
along the path to college. Beginning in 7th grade,
participants receive a clear and powerful message:
You can succeed in college, and we’ll help you get
there! Over the next six years, we connect them to a
range of supports and opportunities, including
college knowledge workshops, family engagement,
campus tours, and special events that bring the
college experience to life. We stand side-by-side with
students throughout the college admission,
scholarship, and financial aid processes, and help
them understand the job opportunities awaiting
them when they complete their degrees.

Our college awareness and access program has until recently been government-funded, but because
of recent City budget cuts we are now building a private funding base to continue this essential work.

Learn more at neworkedge.org. For more information about how to partner with New York Edge,
please contact Vivienne Peng at 718.570.6599 or vpeng@newyorkedge.org.
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NEW YORK EDGE
Income and Expenses
July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020

Our heartfelt thanks...
New York Edge's work is made possible by our generous donors
and partners. Together, we are supporting our city's kids realize
their fullest potential and take their place as the next generation
of leaders. Thank you for standing with us.
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