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With so much turbulence in the past few years, we have an incredible opportunity to not
only rebuild our city, but to create something better. We can remake New York City into
a place where more people from more communities share in the city’s prosperity, where
we’re more prepared for the predicted and unpredictable challenges ahead, where our
city works better because it’s powered by people who are reaching their full potential.

That transformation starts with our young people. Here at New York Edge, we’re
preparing tens of thousands of students to take on critical roles all across the city. We’re
ensuring that students have the skills and relationships to keep the city running, to care
for its people, manage its budgets, and tell its stories. We’re guiding a generation of
young people who will grow up healthy, happy, and empowered, so they can be active
community members and problem solvers.

This moment is too vital, and students’ futures are too vital, to leave this to guesswork.
That’s why New York Edge makes sure we get it right:.

	 l		  Our 2022-2023 school year parent survey found that 98% of New York Edge 
parents say their children enjoy the program, 96% credit the program with 
teaching their children about making responsible choices and managing their 
emotions, and 97% say the program helps their children develop real-life skills.

	 l		 I n tandem with the Chancellor of Schools, we provide students with the academic 
and personal enrichment they need, such as phonics-based approaches to 
literacy learning, support ecosystems made possible through private and  
non-profit partners, and assistance for students facing personal challenges.

	 l		  Through robust, verified frameworks such as Mosaic by ACT, all New York Edge 
staff members undergo regular in-depth training on social-emotional learning.

	 l		  Our educational programs are based on cutting-edge research. For example, 
advisory board members for our Excellence Project include leading faculty from 
Rutgers, UPenn, Pace, Purdue, the University of Virginia, Adelphia, and MSU 
Denver. Through continuing conversations with and research alongside these 
partners, we gather data that speaks to the project’s effectiveness and success.

In this report, I’m elated to detail our extensive and promising accomplishments over the 
past year and preview what’s next for New York Edge. I hope you’ll find a way to join us in 
this work.

Let’s make it happen,

Rachael Gazdick
Chief Executive Officer

LETTER FROM CEO

Dear New York Edge Community,Francis Greenburger 
Chairman

Susan Newman 
Vice Chair

Jeff Ravetz 
Vice Chair

Ross Sandler 
Chairman Emeritus

Board  
of Directors
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Though working at New York Edge is deeply 
rewarding, it isn’t easy. From providing 
students with intensive and personalized 
support, to managing programs across 
multiple sites, to working hand-in-hand 
with schools and families, New York Edge 
employees do it all. As an organization, 
we’re committed to giving them every 
opportunity to thrive in their roles.

The Power of Us, a three-day staff conference 
held at Chelsea Piers, celebrated the vital 
work that our team does and equipped 
them with new perspectives and skills. 
Staff brushed up on a wide range of topics 
through workshops focused on ensuring 
that curriculum centers students’ needs 
and interests, reframing struggles and 

differences as strengths, utilizing cutting-
edge technology to support students, 
building relationships with local communities 
and elected officials, and more. Inspiring 
speakers included Colin Seale, Founder 
of CEO of thinkLaw; Actor, Producer and 
Activist Alfre Woodard; Sandra Bookman of 
Eyewitness News ABC7; and Writer, Speaker, 
and Storyteller Gabby Rivera.

The conference was more than just 
workshops and speakers, though. 
Participants also had opportunities to visit 
sites across the city, including the Intrepid 
Sea, Air & Space Museum, ARTECHOUSE, 
and the National Museum of Mathematics, 
participate in drum circles and meditation, 
hear a musical performance from Freestyle+, 
and take a dance fitness class.

Isabella Vidal, a student at Bronx High School for the Visual Arts, knew she wanted to go to 
college. Isabella’s older sister was getting ready to graduate from Lehman, and the college 
counselor at Isabella’s school assured her she would thrive in college. But, she had a lot of 
questions and she was intimidated by the journey ahead.

When New York Edge launched at her school during her junior year, Isabella heard that they 
could support her on her college journey. Her teachers recommended her for a college exposure 
program at Syracuse in early 2023, and she jumped at the opportunity.

Through the program, Isabella spent a week at Syracuse, and it opened her eyes to the 
possibilities ahead of her. 

“  I stepped out of my comfort zone, but it turned out well. I realized 

that, to do big things, you really have to put yourself out there.  ”
Over the course of the week, Isabella participated in a variety of activities designed to 
show her what college life was like. She attended classes, met and connected with high 
school students from across the world, and even took part in a talent show. 

“  It was a lot of fun, and I walked away feeling confident that  

college is definitely for me.  ”
Now a senior, Isabella is in the middle of her college application process and excited about 
studying nutrition with a minor in fashion and design. She’s applying to Syracuse, Hunter, 
Lehman, NYU, and others, because she wants to have plenty of options. “I don’t know 
where I’ll go, but wherever I do, I’m going to be ready.”

Annual Highlights

It’s Never Too Early  
to Prepare for College

New York 
Edge Comes 
Together to 
Shape Student 
Futures

In the words of one participant, 

the conference was 

“amazing, inspiring, 
and impactful!  

I had so many opportunities 

to grow and learn from my 

colleagues and guest speakers!”

STUDENT  
SPOTLIGHT
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STUDENTS SPREAD  
CHEER WITH FLOWERS
Fresh flowers can put a smile  

on just about anybody’s face,  

and New York Edge students 

recently spread this joy. 

Brooklyn students in the New York Edge 
afterschool program saved used flowers 
that would have been thrown away 
and gave them a much more cheerful 
second life. The students transformed 
these flowers into bouquets to be given 
to nursing home patients, homebound 
people, and domestic violence survivors, 
who reacted with huge smiles and immense 
gratitude. The students arranged these 
bouquets at M.S. 382 K Academy for College 
Preparation and Career Exploration in 
Flatbush on May 2. 

Through this bouquet-making event,  
New York Edge students learned new skills 

and gave back to their communities.  
Each bouquet was delivered with a 
handwritten note from a student to help 
them feel loved and seen. Arranging  
the flowers encouraged students to  
harness their creativity in assembling 
colorful, artistic bouquets and sharing 
meaningful messages.

Our program partner, Bloom Again Bklyn 
provided the flowers, which were donated 
by caterers, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
wedding venues, and florists. By working with 
these repurposed flowers, students learned 
the value of recycling and repurposing items. 
New York Edge Program Director Tiffany 
Pressey also told PIX11 News that making 
bouquets and cards encouraged the key 
leadership skill of looking beyond oneself and 
considering the needs of others: “This allows 
them to think about other people.” 

As students in New York Edge’s afterschool 
courses attend college and grow into 
adulthood, they never forget what the 
program gave them. In interviews with the 
online publication QNS, two students, Sofia 
and Muhammad, discussed how New York 
Edge’s afterschool programs helped them 
grow, learn, and become leaders.

Sofia, a graduate of Veritas Academy in 
Flushing, was student council vice president 
and cheerleading team captain during high 
school. She is currently in her first year of 
biology studies at Queens College working 
toward a career in orthodontia. She is also 
pursuing a minor in sports journalism.

“[New York Edge] has given me the 
opportunity to be a leader, really share my 
voice and be outspoken,” Sofia told QNS. 
“[New York Edge has] taught me how to 
be the person that I am. They’ve offered 
me a lot of job opportunities and career 
opportunities.”

Muhammad, a Flushing High School 
graduate, arrived in the U.S. three years ago 
and did not yet speak English. Now fluent, 
he credits New York Edge with helping him 
build his writing and public speaking skills. 
After serving as Flushing High School’s 
student council president, he is now in 
his first year of computer science studies 
at Hunter College and working toward 
becoming an astronaut.

“New York Edge really lifts the voices 
of students and pushes them to break 
their inner boundaries that they built for 
themselves,” Muhammad told QNS. 

Annual HighlightsAnnual Highlights

 “  [New York Edge] lets them embrace their potential. It’s great to see how 

they have so much enthusiasm towards helping not just students, but 

also whoever just comes across their program.  ”

Queens 
Students 
Credit New 
York Edge 
For Their 
Success



A Year of 
Service  

in numbers
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LAUNCHING OUR ENHANCED 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM  
First summer of volunteering!
This summer marked the first year that we brought our volunteer programs to summer camp! On July 
11th, middle school students from 78Q in Queens took a field trip to SAP for a speed mentoring event. 
The visit began in an immersive demonstration room, where students witnessed the evolution of a 
coffee bean into a commercial latte and learned about the role software technology plays in this process. 
Subsequently, students met one-on-one with SAP volunteers for an hour of mini-mentoring sessions, 
where they learned about different careers in the industry and discussed their goals and passions. Other 
summer highlights included a visit from students at 207Q to Chick-fil-A for a tour and career talk with 
volunteer Marc Thompson Jr., as well as Read Aloud events at 90X and 560M with employees from First 
Republic Bank and Arthur D. Little. 

Donation drives
In the last six months, we have significantly expanded and enhanced our donation drive program. Over 
the summer, we engaged our corporate partners in back-to-school drives, including a school supply drive 
with BNY Mellon and backpack packing events with First Republic Bank and Life Science Cares 
member Nuvation Bio. Thanks to these donation drives and more, we were able to distribute nearly 1,000 
backpacks filled with school supplies to students during Back to School Nights at our community schools.

Partnerships – new and old Corporate Partners
This year, we kicked off exciting partnerships 
with several CBOs through donation events, 
including a book drive with the Madison 
Square Park Conservancy and a snack pack 
assembly event with United Way NYC. 

We are also happy to continue partnering 
with New York Cares and NYC Service for 
volunteer projects, donations and more. 

$60,000+ worth of in-kind goods donated, including books, 
coats, hygiene kits, food, backpacks, school supplies and more

1,000+ backpacks filled with school supplies distributed  

50+ volunteer events, including read alouds, career panels and 
speed mentoring events with Verizon, Hearst, SAP, M&T Bank and more

6,300+ students reached

$17,000+ in contributed time by volunteers  
based on value of volunteer time per hour in New York State ($34.59)

513 hours of volunteering        210 volunteers 

VOLUNTEER 

In November, we kicked off our Financial Literacy 
Program with M&T Bank! M&T Bank staff from 
local branches visited our Community Schools in 
Harlem and Brownsville to deliver financial literacy 
workshops to students and families.

This fall, we started an exciting partnership with 
the Pfizer School of Science to ignite students’ 
excitement for science. Over 75 students traveled 
to Pfizer’s headquarters at Hudson Yards to 
experience a day in the life of a scientist. During 
the visits, students delved into microbial worlds, 
rotating through microscope stations and learning 
about careers in the pharmaceutical industry.

Financial fun  
for the whole family
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IN FORMATIVE SEASON 3,  
STUDENTS HAVE EVEN MORE TO SAY

IN FORMATIVE SEASON 4 
GUESTS INCLUDE:

New York Edge’s Formative podcast, sponsored by Macy’s, shows  

the potential that storytelling can unlock in young people.

Tina Cervasio Lead Sports Anchor for Fox 5 NY

Marvin Krislov president of Pace University

Teresa Younger CEO of the Ms. Foundation For Women

Dr. Damon Love co-founder of S.E.E.D. STEM program

Eric Adams NYC Mayor

Keith Howard  Commissioner of the NYC Department  
of Youth and Community Development (DYCD)

and more!

The Formative podcast connects middle 
school students with diverse leaders 
and role models for conversations on 
important topics including childhood, 
personal growth, and careers. The podcast, 
created in collaboration with production 
company Citizen Racecar, empowers young 
people to develop their skills in research, 
public speaking, and interviewing. 
Simultaneously, listeners get a glimpse 
into the minds of today’s young people 
and learn about leading professionals’ 
intriguing career paths.

The nine middle-school hosts of Formative 
season three are Sandesh and Angel from 
Collaborative Arts Middle School in 
Queens; Christina and Khody from 
P.S. 452 in Manhattan; D’Angelo 

and Rokiat from Hellenic Classical Charter 
School in Brooklyn; Prianna and Chanse 
from Community Voices Middle School 
in Queens; and Allyson from P.S. 83 in 
the Bronx. New York Edge helps these 
students discover what makes for a 
compelling interview — including personal 
connections, meaningful questions, 
and ample preparation — and hold 
unforgettable discussions.

Each 30-minute Formative episode begins 
with an introduction from CEO Rachael 
Gazdick before a student-led interview. 
Season three guests include John Chandler, 

Emmy-Award-winning 
WNBC sports anchor; 

Amaurys Grullon, 
entrepreneur, 

musician, and 
clothier; 

Simone 
Harris-Laws, 
Senior 
Director 
of DEI 
Marketing & 

Community 
Partnerships 

at Macy’s; 
Patricia Vance, 

President of 
the Entertainment 

Software Ratings 
Board (ESRB); Islah Abdul-Rahim, 

Broadway costumer and Broadway 
Bears designer; and children’s author 

Chrystal Giles. Episodes are available at 
newyorkedge.org/formative.

Annual Highlights Annual Highlights

https://newyorkedge.org/formative/


Education is about more than 

math and writing — it’s also 

about connecting young  

people with their innermost 

emotions and needs. 

To that end, New York Edge continued to 
grow its Excellence Project this year. The 
program now comprises five sites and reaches 
122 students across five elementary and 
middle schools, connecting students from 
marginalized communities with opportunities 
for accelerated learning, balancing academic 
growth with social-emotional learning and 
healthy development. 
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THE 
EXCELLENCE 
PROJECT 
CONTINUES 
TO GROW

The Excellence Project offers a novel approach 
to increasing student access to gifted and 
talented programs. Whereas educators 
traditionally determine who partakes in 
these programs, families and students 
can self-nominate for participation in The 
Excellence Project. New York Edge encourages 
applications from special education students, 
first-generation Americans, English language 
learners, students from other diverse groups, 
and all students driven to succeed and eager 
for the challenge of accelerated learning.

This year, New York Edge’s Advisory Board 
gathered in person in New York and visited 
two schools home to The Excellence Project. 
The Advisory Board comprises prominent 
faculty from Pace, Rutgers, UPenn, Purdue, 
MSU Denver, the University of Virginia, 
and Adelphi. The board members held 
conversations about the program’s progress, 
ongoing expansion plans, SEL support, and 
data collection.

The Excellence Project is made possible by 
a five-year, $3 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Jacob K. Javits 
Gifted and Talented Students Education 
Program and corporate support from 
AON. Partners such as The Butterfly Effect, 
thinkLaw, and Each Story Matters enable the 
Excellence Project to set a new standard for 
afterschool gifted and talented programming 
in New York and, eventually, beyond.

Following three years of virtual showcases 
because of the pandemic, this year New 
York Edge brought back its annual Spring 
Arts Showcase in person and revived its 
annual Art Day.

The Spring Arts Showcase made its in-
person return on June 8 at NYU’s Skirball 
Center for the Performing Arts, located right 
next to Washington Square Park. Longtime 
host Tina Cervasio, lead sports anchor for 
Good Day New York on Fox 5 NY, returned 
to emcee the event. Students participating 
in New York Edge’s visual and performing 
arts programs across all five boroughs 
showcased riveting works in contemporary 
jazz, marching band, and visual art. 

At the showcase, I.S. 235Q student Tierra 
del Fuego guided attendees through many 
different cultures via salsa dancing. I.S. 
73Q’s musical theater program performed 
“Notice Me Horton” from ‘Seussical,’ and I.S. 
318K eighth-graders combined lyrical dance 
and contemporary jazz into a novel take on 
Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody.” P.S. 66K, P.S. 
193Q, and M.S. 382K students shared the 

Instagram Reels focused on positive self-
image that they assembled for the #GetReel 
film festival. 

Competition winners from New York Edge’s 
arts programs performed at the showcase 
as well. The M.S. 462X students who came in 
first place, junior division at this year’s Six 
Flags Dance Fest staged a salsa and hip-hop 
battle. The P.S. 122Q students who won first 
place in Rock The Bells and New York Edge’s 
Songwriters Circle Contest for the song 
“Power of Perseverance” performed this 
original piece live for the audience.  

Art Day occurred on November 8 and brought 
New York Edge students and staff together to 
joyfully, thoughtfully make food, music, and 
visual art. Art Day’s visual workshops spanned 
fashion, cosmetology, and African visual art. 
The event’s dance and music workshops 
covered Mexican folk dances, Japanese 
drumming and fluting, and A Life with Drums/
Harlem Samba. Additionally, a ‘Chopped’-
style competition kept the crowd excited, 
entertained, and turned unforgettable dishes 
for all to sample.

EMPHASIZING THE ARTS  
AT NEW YORK EDGE
New York Edge believes every young person  

deserves opportunities for artistic expression and education. 
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STUDENTS CONNECT WITH  
REAL-LIFE SUPERHEROES
When the film ‘Black Panther’ was released 
in 2018, it was hailed as groundbreaking for 
its treatment of race, identity, and ancestry 
within a superhero movie, and for being 
the first Marvel film with a Black director 
and a predominantly Black cast. Its sequel, 
‘Wakanda Forever,’ thus got New York Edge 
students buzzing well before its release. 

On February 10, with support from 
corporate partner SAP, New York Edge 
brought over 200 students from four Bronx 
and Harlem schools to the AMC Magic 
Johnson Theater Harlem to see ‘Wakanda 
Forever.’ Everyone — both students and 
instructors — ultimately loved the film.

After the screening, the students heard 
from some of today’s real-world leaders, 
including CEO Rachael Gazdick and Anina 
Montefort, Global Lead of Programs and 
Communications, Purpose and Sustainability 
at SAP. The students also partook in a 

panel discussion with filmmaker and actor 
Adrian Sterling and Kange Kaneene, SAP.iO 
Foundries’ vice president of North and Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

Conversation topics included the influence 
of ‘Black Panther,’ the importance of 
representation in media, and the inspiration 
that ‘Black Panther’ characters provide for 
students. The characters Shuri and Riri 
Williams, two young Black women who have 
mastered AI and futuristic technologies, 
were named as inspirations that make STEM 
careers feel accessible and inviting. 

The students walked away  

feeling excited  
about their futures  
and ready to be superheroes  

in their own schools and communities.

We are launching an exciting new literacy initiative this year: Read Across New York 
Edge Week! During the first week of March, over 50 acclaimed children’s book authors 
represented by Disney, Random House, Hachette and more will visit schools across the city 
to read and share their love of storytelling with our students. As part of the Read Across 
New York Edge curriculum, students will spend time reading and engaging in creative 
projects centered around the themes in participating author’s books, which they will then 
showcase to authors in an enriching exchange. We will also provide copies of authors’ books 
to each student, ensuring they become cherished parts of their personal libraries. 

•  Read Across NY Edge Week will kick off with a student book launch event at The Strand on 
Saturday, March 2nd where we will proudly celebrate the books written by students in our 
Book Publishing Program. Across five NYE sites, students have collaborated with award-
winning children’s book author Jesse Byrd and a roster of professional illustrators to write 
and publish their own stories, gaining joy and insight into the creative writing process.

•  Funds raised will support the kickoff event as well as the expansion of our literacy 
programs that play a critical role in supporting literacy for New York City students.

VOLUNTEER 



Annual Highlights

Who better to explain to state lawmakers 
what students need today than young 
people themselves? This question inspired 
41 New York Edge students, parents, staff, 
and a teacher and principal to head to 
Albany on February 8. On this trip, the 
students also toured the New York State 
Capitol and learned about its architecture 
and history, as well as how the state 
government’s actions impact their lives.

During the event, organized by the New 
York State Network for Youth Success and 
Coalition on Community Schools, the New 
York Edge attendees spoke with State 
Senator Jamaal Bailey, Assemblymembers 
Steven Raga and Inez Dickens, and Speaker  
of the Assembly Carl Heastie. 

The students and staff shared stories from 
four of the six community schools New 
York Edge served at the time: Leaders of 
Tomorrow, Bronx Math Prep, North Bronx 
School of Empowerment, and P.S. 161 Pedro 
Albizu School. Key topics included the ways in 
which access to numerous supports under the 
same roof — including mental health services, 
expanded learning and electives, food 
pantries, and water filters — create a feeling 
of security from which learning and personal 
growth become easier. The group’s passionate 
testimonies made it clear that Community 
Schools are improving lives across the board.

NEW YORK EDGE 
STUDENTS 
SPEAK UP  
IN ALBANY

The attendees detailed how New York Edge’s Community Schools 

program expands educational opportunities for students across all 

five boroughs and urged the legislators to continue 
supporting the program and others like it. 
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NEW YORK EDGE CULTIVATES 
MEANINGFUL PARTNERSHIPS
No organization can achieve meaningful outcomes all by itself,  

and New York Edge’s partnerships continue to provide immense value 

to educators and students alike. 

On August 10, in partnership with the U.S. Department of State’s 
International Visitor Leadership Program, New York Edge hosted 
a group of ten Zimbabwean college counselors as part of  a 
professional study tour.

During the week of August 8, New York Edge, in partnership with 
New York Cares and the New York Mets, donated 1,000 backpacks 
filled with school supplies to New York Edge participants as part of 
the “Stand With Students” back-to-school initiative.

SAP’s East Coast Sales Team, a major New York Edge partner, 
fulfilled an Amazon wishlist of science kits and classroom supplies 
for a kindergarten classroom at the Far Rockaway, Queens school 
P.S. 49Q. New York Edge established this SAP partnership through 
the lobbying firm Constantinople and Vallone.

On September 14, the healthcare company Elastic, a New York 
Edge partner, celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month through its 
employees, alongside CEO Rachael Gazdick, creating 100 back-to-
school kits for P.S. 189X. 

Through a collaboration between New York Edge’s STEM and Sports 
& Wellness departments, and with support from Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, New York Edge implemented a six-week Bike New York 
summer program in which students learned how to assemble and 
ride bikes.

New York Edge obtained a Burberry Foundation grant to fund a 
STEM Makers Lab at Brooklyn school P.S. 267. The combination 
of STEM with a Maker Space empowers young people to 
realize multiple creative solutions to challenging problems via 
imagination, teamwork, and fundamental math, science, and 
technology concepts.

PARTNERSHIP  
SPOTLIGHT



Annual Highlights
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PARTNERING WITH MOSAIC 
BY ACT TO HELP STUDENTS 
GROW TOGETHER

Even the best days are full of challenges, and New York Edge students are learning how to 
tackle everyday obstacles head-on. In January 2023, New York Edge launched a partnership 
with Mosaic by ACT, a leading provider of social and emotional learning (SEL) assessments, 
curricula, and professional development opportunities. Through this partnership, 
New York Edge educators have access to new tools for helping students address daily 
challenges and build skills in stress management, communication, and taking initiative.

New York Edge educators have responded especially well to Mosaic by ACT’s professional 
development workshops. These workshops provide insights on communicating 
with families and colleges, building growth mindsets, fostering social and emotional 
skills, emphasizing the value of relationships and skills, creating supportive academic 
environments, and preparing and delivering practice lessons.

New York Edge’s academic and corporate partners consistently emphasize the value of soft 
skills such as social and emotional regulation in the classroom and workplace. The Mosaic 
by ACT partnership is thus core to New York Edge’s mission to help every student achieve 
positive academic and professional futures.

“  Providing proven social and emotional learning tools, 

will help more students fulfill their potential and find 

their paths toward college and career readiness. ”  

                                                                                              — Janet Godwin, ACT CEO

“Programs that build social and emotional skills are critical in the personal and academic 
development of youth, helping them to improve their health and wellness, gain self-
confidence, and ultimately shape successful futures,” said Rachael Gazdick, New York Edge 
CEO. “We are proud to partner with ACT to strengthen our breadth of programming while 
ensuring our educators can meet the ever-changing needs of the youth we serve, and 
ultimately advance educational equity across New York City.”

The funds raised at the gala will help New York Edge continue to 

provide young people with the resources and opportunities they 

need to achieve these outcomes.

PARTNERSHIP  
SPOTLIGHT

On May 9, New York Edge held its Spring 
Gala, featuring performances from New York 
Edge dance and step students alongside 
Broadway actress Kayla Davion of ‘Tina: The 
Tina Turner Musical.’ 

ABC weathercaster Sam Champion served 
as emcee for the gala, welcoming guests 
and speaking to the value of New York 
Edge’s mission to connect students from 
marginalized communities with academic, 
leadership, confidence-building, and health 
and wellness opportunities. A live auction with 
Paul Florez-Taylor, head auctioneer at HUNT, 
also took place at the gala.

At the event, several New York leaders were 
honored for their commitment to providing 
young people with superior educational 

GALA
outcomes, including Governor Kathy 
Hochul, who was recognized for supporting 
afterschool programs. Suzanne Miles-Gustave, 
Esq., State Office of Children and Family 
Services acting commissioner and executive 
deputy commissioner, accepted the award on 
Hochul’s behalf. 

Other honored leaders included Barbara 
Marcus, president and publisher of  Random 
House Children’s Books at Penguin Random 
House, for her work in improving child 
literacy; Bob Knakal, head of the NY private 
capital group within JLL Capital Markets, for 
supporting young people’s access to education; 
and Howard Woolley, CEO of Howard Woolley 
Group, for advancing diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and the arts in education.

During the gala, New York Edge Board Chair 
Francis Greenburger expressed gratitude to 
the organization’s donors and supporters for 
fueling programs that empower thousands 
of young people to achieve personal and 
academic success. 

NEW YORKERS SUPPORT 
THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS 
DURING NEW YORK EDGE
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NEW YORK EDGE 
LAUNCHES  

VAN GOGH  
ARTS EDUCATION 
PROGRAM

It’s one thing to stumble upon an image of 
‘Starry Night’ on the internet or see it on 
a museum wall. It’s another thing entirely 
to learn about a beloved artist’s life and 
struggles and realize that people have faced 
the same battles for centuries. That’s why 
New York Edge has launched ‘Heart for Art’ 
an arts education program powered by 
the Van Gogh Museum and DHL Express 
for young people who currently lack 
opportunities to access arts education.

During the ‘Heart of Art’ pilot phase in spring 
2022, New York Edge engaged 20 teachers 
across five New York schools in the program. 
In the second phase, launched in September 
2022, New York Edge expanded the program 
to 10 schools.

Through the program, students have 
learned about Vincent Van Gogh, discussed 
his challenges, dreams, and identity, and 
received inspiration for their own creative 
pursuits. Experienced educators from 
the Van Gogh Museum have trained New 
York Edge’s teachers directly to ensure a 
meaningful, compelling program. Teachers 
are encouraged to share what they learn 

with their colleagues after training sessions, 
expanding the program’s reach. 

Additionally, DHL oversees all shipping, 
logistics, and tracking for the artwork 
and teaching materials involved in the 
program’s ‘Van Gogh Museum Editions’ 
— three-dimensional, high-quality 
reproductions of Van Gogh works  
delivered to participating schools.

Teachers have reported that students 
overwhelmingly love the ‘Heart of Art’ 
experience. “I had students in the special 
Van Gogh classes who didn’t want to leave, 
and stayed for the art,” said one teacher. 

Annual Highlights

One student felt a deep connection to Van Gogh as a result of the program:  

“ This guy is just like us!”
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OPERATING ACTIVITIES / SUPPORT AND REVENUE
PUBLIC REVENUE
The Department of Youth and Community Services $ 42,447,152 $  — $ 42,447,152

New York City Department of Education 5,709,015  —  5 ,709,015 

Child Care Stabilization grants  7,241,129  —  7,241,129

ExpandEd  130,742  —  130,742

New York State 1 ,685,206  —  1,685,206

Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Education Program, 711,064  —  711,064 
      U.S. Department of Education

Total Public Revenue 57,924,308 — 57,924,308

PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS
Grants  478,974  321,768 800,742

Individuals 106,526 —  106,526

Special events:

      Contributions 877,589  —  877,589

      Other revenue 10,516  —  10,516

      Less: Costs of direct benefits to donors ( 238,457)  —  (238,457)

Special Events, Net 649,648 — 649,648
Total Private Contributions 1,235,148 321,768 1,556,916

OTHER REVENUE
Family Sustained 464,630 — 464,630

Other revenue  85,599  —  85,599

In-kind revenue  9,160  —  9,160

Net assets released from restrictions  90,000  (90,000)  —

Total Other Revenue 649,389 (90,000) 559,389

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE 59,808,845 231,768 60,040,613

EXPENSES
Program 54,930,685 — 54,930,685

Management and General 8,195,806 — 8,195,806

Fundraising 619,455 — 619,455

TOTAL EXPENSES 63,745,946 — 63,745,946
Change in net assets from operating activities (3,937,101)  231,768  (3,705,333)

NON-OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Investment return (loss), net  118,532  —  118,532

Interest income  4,868  —  4,868

Interest expense  (70,197)  —  (70,197) 

Forgiveness of PPP loan  6,175,182  —  6,175,182

Change in net assets from non-operating activities 6,228,385  —  6,228,385

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  2,291,284  231,768  2,523,052

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  5,371,885  125,000  5,496,885

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  $7,663,169  $356,768  $8,019,937

Income and Expenses
JULY 1, 2022 TO JUNE 30, 2023

Donor list
EVERYTHING WE DO, WE DO TOGETHER. NEW YORK EDGE IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO 
OUR GENEROUS DONORS AND PARTNERS, WHO MAKE POSSIBLE OUR EFFORTS TO 
SUPPORT OUR CITY’S YOUNG PEOPLE IN REACHING THEIR FULL POTENTIAL. THANK 
YOU FOR BEING A VITAL PART OF OUR COMMUNITY.
$100,000 AND ABOVE 
Charles Hayden Foundation
Garden of Dreams 

Foundation
International Youth 

Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999 
Fidelis Care
Isabelle Autones and 

Francis Greenburger
JetBlue for Good
Meringoff Family 

Foundation
Pinkerton Foundation
The Sono & Victor  

Elmaleh Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Craig Balsam
Research Foundation  

of the City University  
of New York

Barbara and  
Stephen Gazdick

Goldman Sachs
Susan Block-Lieb and  

Peter Lieb
M&T Bank
Macy’s Inc. 
Research Foundation  

of CUNY
TD Bank

$15,000 - $24,999
Helen and Kenneth 

Copeland
Patricia and Thomas 

Cornish
Robert Fagenson
Pascale and Brian Hainline
Marsha Newman
Barbara Marcus and  

Michael Pollack
SOMOS, Inc.
USTA Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999
Ace Apparel
AON
Children’s Aid
Command Companies
Douglas Elliman
Durst Organization
Corine and Thomas 

Fitzpatrick
Barbara and Peter 

Georgescu
Jane Barnet and  

Paul Gottsegen
Porsha Grant
Hip Hop Heals Program  

at Columbia University
Johns Hopkins University
Bob Knakal
Anne Pollack
Stephen Rabinowitz
John A. Reisenbach 

Foundation
Jo Ann Secor and  

Lee Skolnick
TF Cornerstone Inc
Dale Todd
Howard Woolley
Susan Newman and  

Lew Wyman
Yurgosky Consulting

$5,000-$9,999
Andrew W. Albstein
Horace Allison
Bank United
Tessa Chamberlain and  

Eric Childs
Dr. Tony Coles
David Miller Hunt Companies
Monica Davis
Niesha and Aaron Foster
Moira Casey and Joe French
Stacey Goodman
Anita Gupta

Ram Gupta
Skip Hartman
HCK Recreation
Will Hussey
Jonathan Estreich
Robert Kantor
Andrew Merson
SAP
John Sargent
Matthew Sirovich
Annelise Suarez
Solomon Tannor
Robert and Amy Tuchman
US Soccer Foundation
Verizon Foundation
Vornado Realty Trust
Mick Walsdorf

$1,000-$4,999
Graham Ahokas
Ghouse Akbar
Iccee Alleyne
Liz Alten
Jason Amis
Anthony Amoruso
Elisa Arujau
Monica Azare
Matt Baer
Richard Baer
Carrie Barrett
Eric Belanich
Connor Bilby
Joyce Frater and Daniel Blitzer
Carrie Bloxson
Jeffrey Bookman
Braze
Maribel Cabrera
Campbell Family Foundation
Joanne Cassidy
Bruno Chou
Louis Ciliberti
Kelly Clarke

Sandra Cleveland
James Coleman
Jennifer Siaca Curry
Isabel Davis
Charlie Deull
Deborah Devinsky
Seema Dhar
Richard Diamond
Daniel DiClerico
Jeff Farkas
Shelley Fidler
Martin Friedman
Fund for Public Schools
Meera Gandhi
Rachael Gazdick
Anna George
Robert Gilman
Julia Greenburger
Kandice Halpin
Jennifer and Kevin Hauss
Laura Jean Hawkins
Howard Helene
Paul Heule
Jonny and Seema Hirsch
David Hoffman
James Houlihan
Christie Houlihan
Jenna Howard
Jennifer Howard
Beverly Johnson
Jennell Jones
Judy Kaminstein
Elena and Tory Kiam
Harold Koplewicz
David Kramer
Susan Lacy
Elizabeth A. Latshaw
Doretha Lea
David Lebenstein
Chester Lee
Lisa Lempel-Sander
Danielle Lombardo

WITHOUT DONOR 
RESTRICTIONS

WITH DONOR 
RESTRICTIONS

 
TOTAL
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Donors Donors

Whitney Magruder
Lawrence Mandelker
Francis C. Marino
Marc Mathios
Bryan McCrossen
Sandi Mendelson
Steve Merson
Wendy Mosler
Scott Mullady
Gary Naftalis
Lori and Michael T. Nelson
Christopher Parillo
Orathai Phommala
Matt Piazza
Kenna Poppler
Allison Prince
Stephen Rabinowitz
Jeffrey Ravetz
Wenche and Harold 

Reinstein
Josh Riman
Karina Van Hoof and  

Brian Robey
Melissa Rothman
Lenore Ruben
Barry Rudofsky
Hollis Russell
RXR Development Services
Sandy & Joe Samberg
Alice and Ross Sandler
Jeffrey Scruggs
Kathy Shaw
Crystal Smith
Benjamin Stacks
Frank Stanton
Jane Startz
Syde Hurdus Foundation
Chandler and Paul Tagliabue
The Weiss Family Foundation
Robert Tillis
Timothy Ursprung
Matthew Vanderbeck
Jacqueline Walkes
Jorie Walsdorf
Everett Weinberger
Karen and Greg Weiss
Amy Berkower and  

Daniel Weiss
Laura Wenke
Michele Willens
Cory Zelnik

$500-$999
William Alleyne
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bridgette Bentele
Eleanor Berger
Jamie Bernstein
Kerry Blum
Agnes Bundy Scanlan
Fran Condon
Crystal Craigen
Lauren D’Angelo
Ali Moshang and Patrick Daly
Lisa Dang
Kyle De Leon
John Devaney
Feinberg Charity Fund
Dall Forsythe
Bess Freedman
Guthrie Garvin
April Gornik
Guardian
Gerard Harper
Margaret Honey
Steven and Miriam Hyman
Randi Kahn
Ron Kaplan
Christopher Kitson
Angela Lamb
Danielle Levy
Simon Lipskar
Daniel Lowengard
Rachael Methal
Jim O’Neill
Stacey Oestreich
Matthew Petrula
Alissa Prairie
PwC
Tim Recchion
Jason Risorto
Toni Ross
Salesforce
Divya Sawhney
David Schoenbrod
Kim Shariff
Bill Siegel
Michael Sirota
Lauren Slaughter
Kelly Sleece
Michael and Nina Stanton
Nicole Toch

John Usdan
Gerry Valentine
Ilene Wachs
Andi Wagonseller
Maura Sullivan and  

Donald Wilson

$250-$499
Deborah Agosto
Rashaan Ahmad
Anonymous 
Simon Arnstein
Sean Bajwa
Cam Beaury
Rich and Laura Brail
Robert Branson
Rachel Chase
Brian Chung
Amanda D’Acierno
Facebook
Nessa French
GEICO
Nancy Guida
Joan Haffenreffer
Arthur Hainline
Akil Hawthorne
Hearst
Bernice Katz
Mitchell Kucia
LeagueApps FundPlay
Mallory Loehr
Morgan MacKay
Vanessa Mandel
Irene Marra
Mater Dei Prep
Suzanne Miles-Gustave
Elizabeth Morgan
Joseph Newman
Linda Palladino
Paramount
RCC Properties, LLC
Jonathan Roth
Stephen Rubin
Rosina Rue
Jean and Raymond  

V. J. Schrag
Leslie Scism
Paul Smadbeck
Howard Sobel
Spotify
Robert Steinman

Robert Strang
Susan Swinghamer
Michael Wolk
Vijay Yedidi
Jeanne Lufty and  

Andrew Zlotnick

$249 AND BELOW
Diana Arias
Blaine Bailey
Anthony Basile
Judith Bass
Bayside High School
Dorothy Biondo
Justin Brandel
Puneet Brar
Suzanne and  

Eugene Caffrey Sr.
Gil Chapman
Mark Chertok
Michelle Chin
Russ Clegg
Wendy Cobb
Steve Cohen
Molly Colantonio
Patty Collins
Joseph Cooke
Millicent Cotto
Lisa Craig
Brian Currie
Michael J. Devereaux
Disney
Elasea Douglas
Christopher Downes
Nick Durst
Darice Fadeyi
Jennifer Farmer
Ilyse Fink
Tom Finn
Michael Fiur
Mike Fortuna
Juliana Gilheany
Jill Goldstein
Jakai Green
Rob Gross
Maria Guida
Sofia Haffenreffer
Lisa Hakim
Jake Hepler
Cindy Hersch
Maryellen Hicks

Jeffrey D. Himeles
Kristin Huckshorn
Barbara Jordan
Mitch K
Joan Kazer
Angela Keck
Zharkyn Kerbenbaeva
Torrey Key
Andy Kleiman
Steven Klein
Margot Kurfess
Linda and Andrew Lattanzi
Sharon Lee
Marie LeRoy
Mary Lesniak
Mark Levenson
Reginald Lillie
Kerry Liszka
Geraldine Lucid
Nnenna Lynch
Caroline Mahoney
Rosalyn Maldonado
Robert Mansbach
Robert D. Willig and  

Ms. Virginia Mason
Michael Mazzara
Katherine McCormick
Roderick McLeod
Peter Metis
Joanna Mintzer
Annette Morales
Raj Muthuswamy
Andrew Olsen
Vivienne Peng
Nick Petkoff
Peter Quiñones
Raymond Rigoglioso
Greg Romano
Leigh R. Rosoff
Ema Sabovic
Katherine Schoonover
Brenda Segel
Seth Sholes
Amiel Sloley
Christopher South
Patrick Stahl
Ralph Surette
Elizabeth Tam
Paul Tang
Dorothy Taylor

UBS
Judith Wailes
Kimberlee Washington Barr
Angela Watene
Aiden Weinberger
Angela Whited
Sarah Williams
Natalie Zaidman
David Zuckerman

$1 - $99
Anita Alexander
Pearla Alfred
Syed R. Ali
American Express
Sharon Anderson
Nathan Annenberg
Irvin Barnett
Moira Barrett
Kaitlin Bilby
Robert Boisselle
Eric Bonan
Sam Borenzweig
Kevin Bracey
Lauren Brady
Johnny and Rita Bramble
Leslie Brenner
Bright Funds, Inc.
Thomas Bronner
Ofemi Brown-Harris
Rosemary Busch Conn
Rose Catanzaro
Cauze
Matolene Chambers
Jasper Chang
Christina Chongoushian
Margaret Christ
Michelle Coke
Ada Cotton
John Coyne
Connie Crighton
Alexandria Crispino
Curtis Davis
Odette Decoteau
Steven Delianites
Joseph DiCarlo
Nandika Donthi
Janel Dowling
Rosemarie and  

Anthony Durante
Katharine Elliott

Sheldon Ellish
Hilda Feinstein
Helen and Henry Freedman
Abraham Fuchs
Laura and Murray Gelb
Sam Glazier
Elaine Goldman
Ruben Gonzalez
Matt Gordon
Olivia Grah
Lenore Greenberg
Angie Hange
Safa Haque
Patricia Harris
Deborah Heiser
Monica Henderson
Lauren Hertz
Tracy Hill
Carol Hirsch
Christina Johns
Stephen Jones
Juno Associates
Bernice Katz
James Kelly
Lois and Marc Kemp
Charlene Kennedy
Kinga Kristzian
Dorothy Lancaster
Rob LaQuinta
Sarah Larson
Patrick Lenihan
Dorene Lewis
Janell Lewis
Eileen Lilly
Mei Lin
Laura Lin
Dwain Locke
Elizabeth Macaluso-Carty
Karen Mark
Christine Mark
Nunzio Diamante and 

Marie Mastrandrea
Pedro Ramon Matos
Ian McCarty
Shawn Melamed
Ray Mendez
Bertha Mendez
Nancy Messina
Alexandra Meyer
Jacqueline Monroe

Barbara Mosely
Imen Mouhoubi
Archana Nagraj
Eliza Netter
Henry and Malcah Netzer
Daniel Newmark
Naomi Paley
Donna Pang
Madina Papadopoulos
Joseph Petrillo
Salome Pinto
Harriet and Dominick Porto
Mary Price
Celeste Quaglia
Stefano Questa
Jeffrey Ratz
Susan Reisman
Heather Rosch
Laura Rossi
Hasan Saeed
Guadalupe Sanchez
Fred and Laurie Atlas Seiden
Hilary Shar
Seth Silberstein
Velma Smalls
Sharon Landreth Smith
Charles Smith
Mitchel Soble
SRS Architect, PC
Jane Stewart
Eliza Thomas
Eileen Tublin
Jennifer Valdez
Viola Valvis
Luis Vega
Mariana Verkerk
Jill Vexler
Marc Vicino
Pazcual Villaronga
Tai Virgil
Ryan Waldorf
Margaret C. Walker
Eileen Wall
Gloria Webb
Nancy Weels
Debra Wheatman
Arnold Wishner
Barbara and Geoffrey Worton
Alice Xu
Alison Zwerling
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The five boroughs 
can’t contain us!

New York Edge is now  
a part of two Long Island  
school communities!

This year, we’re starting work with hundreds of students at  

LaFrancis Hardiman and Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary Schools  

in Wyandanch. We’re gearing up to expand in Long Island, so  

that thousands more young people and families can access our  

life-changing opportunities in the years to come.

Visit newyorkedge.org for more!
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58-12 QUEENS BOULEVARD, SUITE 1 

WOODSIDE, NY 11377

(718) 786-711O

INFO@NEWYORKEDGE.ORG

NEWYORKEDGE.ORG

@NEW_YORK_EDGE 

@NEWYORKEDGE1

@NEW_YORK_EDGE

FUNDING PROVIDED BY


